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him.1" The Sukraniti is even mote exacting in this regard. It says regard-
ing the appointment of a Purodha: "One who is versed in mantras and ri-
tuals, master of the three sciences, skilful at work, conqueror of the senses,
subduer of anger, devoid 'of greed and passions, equipped with a knowledge
of six Angas (Veddngas) and of the science of archery with all its branches, one
who knows the moral as well as religious interests, one fearing whose anger
even the king takes to virtuous ways of life, one who is well up in Nitisdstra
and master of military implements and tactics is the Priest.2" Such was the
importance of this minister.

It is possible that the Commander-in-Chief, Senapati? to whom the poet
has referred, was a member of the Council of Ministers but of that we
are not sure as there is no direct evidence in Kalidasa bearing on the point.
There is rather an evidence to the contrary. When the Vidisa cabinet decides
to send a regiment against the king of Vidarbha, Senapati Virasena is on the
front and an order has had to be sent to him.4 This may be regarded rather
an adverse evidence, Sukraniti? actually passes him over, Kautilya,6 how-
ever,, mentions him third after the Chief Minister.

Kalidasa does not give a specific number of ministers forming the Council
of Ministers and in- this respect he follows Kautilya7 who would not have any
rigid number, as against Manu8 who would have seven or eight of them. It
may be noted here that Brhaspati9 advocated sixteen members, the Manavas10
twelve, Usanas11 twenty to form the Council of Ministers. The Mahdbhdrata1*
makes the Council a pretty large body by giving it thirty-seven members chosen
on the basis of caste representation.

Secretariat and the Imperial Departments

The government was technically known by the term Lokatantra^ and its
administration was carried on by means of a highly organized secretariat com-
prising of several departments run under distinct heads. Kalidasa makes a
general reference to the Ttrthas or heads of departments in the following ex-
pression: "In this way employing the fourfold administration of government
necessary to a king in its due order, as far as the eighteen tirthas, he obtained
its fruit.14" The term ttrtbas has been fully explained before and its sense in-
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